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Steve Melia is to retire as a 
senior lecturer in transport and 
planning at the University of 
the West of England (UWE) 
next month.  Melia, who is a 
regular contributor to LTT,  
plans to remain a visiting 
lecturer at UWE. 

He has been a senior lecturer 
at UWE for the past 11 years 
after gaining a PhD at the 
university on the ‘potential for 
car-free development in the 
UK’. 

Melia said: “My findings on 
car-free development and 
filtered permeability influenced 
the DfT and TCPA guidance on 
the Eco-towns programme. I 
coined the term ‘filtered 
permeability’ in an article for 
LTT in 2008. This was for 
interest rather than looking for 
employment. With hindsight, I 
was lucky that the senior 
lecturer job became available 
from January 2010.” 

In recent years, Melia has 
become a climate change 
activist. In 2018 he joined the 
environmental movement 
Extinction Rebellion “after 
growing frustration at the lack 
of progress on decarbonisation 
– particularly in transport”. He
told LTT: “I was arrested twice
in 2019 and fined £500 for
taking part in road blockages in
London. I was then told (third-
hand, verbally and unattributed)
that I was ‘blacklisted’ from

government research projects. 
“I was arrested again twice in 

August 2021, once correctly 
and the second time wrongfully. 
I was subsequently ‘de-ar-
rested’.  I am currently 
‘released under investigation’.”  

Following his retirement, 
Melia plans to embark on a 
cycling odyssey across Europe. 
“Since I stopped flying in 2005 
I have never been outside 
Western Europe, so next March 
I am planning to cycle across 
Europe, through the Balkans to 
Greece,” he said. “Brexit has 
made that a lot more compli-
cated – I may be taking the last 
ever opportunity for a British 
citizen to make a trip like this, 
before the Schengen Zone 
expands into the Balkans.  

“I will be visiting some 
interesting places along the 
way.” 
See Steve Melia’s column on 
page 25 

Laura Shoaf has accepted the 
role of chief executive of the 
West Midlands Combined 
Authority (WMCA) after five 
months as interim head (LTT 28 
June). The appointment is due to 
be confirmed later this month. 

Since assuming the interim 
role, Laura Shoaf has: overseen 
the region’s first international 
summit on climate change in 
partnership with UK100; helped 
to secure more than £1bn of 
Government funding for 
transport; and led the develop-
ment of the organisation’s 

ambitious proposals for a 
further devolution deal as part 
of the Government’s Levelling 
Up White Paper. 

Prior to taking on the interim 
role, Shoaf was managing 
director of Transport for the 
West Midlands (TfWM). She 
joined the WMCA when it was 
formed in 2016, having 
previously worked at the West 
Midlands Integrated Transport 
Authority and as director of 
transport for the Association of 
Black Country Authorities.  

She continues to chair the 

Urban Transport Group, which 
comprises transport leaders 
from the Greater Manchester, 
Liverpool City Region, London, 
South Yorkshire, Tyne and 
Wear, West Midlands and West 
Yorkshire regions. 

Shoaf said: “It has already 
been a busy few months but 
there are so many exciting 
opportunities on the horizon. I 
am particularly excited to 
welcome the Commonwealth 
Games in 2022 as a fantastic 
opportunity to showcase the 
West Midlands to the world.” 

Hounslow Council has launched 
a recruitment campaign to 
develop strategies to reduce the 
London borough’s carbon 
footprint. 

This will be lead by Houns-

low’s transport planning and 
road safety team. Key roles will 
include a principal strategic 
transport planner, senior 
transport planner, transport 
planner and two graduate 

transport planners. The closing 
date for all the roles is 30 
November 2021.  
For more details go to: jobs-
in-transport.com and put 
‘Hounslow’ in the search box 
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future of mobility    
Sarah Toy has 
become a doctoral 
researcher in future 
sustainability 
mobility at the 
University of Bath. 
She will be 
conducting her 
research in partnership with local 
government stakeholders. She said: 
“My research aims to: increase 
confidence of politicians and policy 
makers to legislate in favour of active 
travel choices; and demonstrate the 
potential for new technology and 
business models to integrate active 
travel solutions as part of end-to-end 
systems in order to reduce private car 
trips and individual car ownership in 
urban areas.” 
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Snelson leaves RingGo 
Anne Snelson has joined the electric 
vehicle charging network Co Charger 
as marketing manager. She previously 
spent 13 years as marketing manager at 
RingGo Cashless Parking.

Personal journeys 
Profiling people on the move




